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Devonport Surf Life Saving Club Redevelopment

Jawsarchitects/Jaws2, www.jawsarchitects.com

Builder: Hinman Wright & Manser; Hazell Bros

This building - a large scale work for the area - is appropriate given the client’s brief for 
an iconic building representing the important local surf life saving culture. This aim is well 
handled by the overall folding form and the plan’s gesture to the headland. The intriguing 
sculpted form provides an important ‘back rest’ to shelter from the howling westerlies off 
Bass Strait, and other sheltering nooks and dramatic openings to maximise the potential of 
the site. The contrast between the hard polished exterior and warm textured interior mimics 
the intent of the building to resist the elements externally whilst sheltering internally, and 
many of the interior spaces are richly volumetric, following the folds of the roof.

Aboriginal Children’s Centre

Tim Penny Architecture + Interiors, www.timpennyarchitecture.com

Builder: Macquarie Builders

In the design of the Aboriginal Children’s Centre, Tim Penny Architecture + Interiors 
has created a respectful architectural response to a contested site that has long eluded 
constructive collaboration between Aboriginal and other Tasmanian communities. Internal 
spaces accommodating pre-school children, administration and community facilities are 
arranged around a landscaped representation of Country. This play-scape, while providing 
delight and discovery at face value, embodies a deeper layer of storytelling and meaning. 
The vibrant and active Centre is clearly embraced and valued by the Aboriginal community it 
serves, and is a source of ongoing community pride and intergenerational engagement with 

their land.

Bisdee Tier Optical Astronomy Observatory

Philp Lighton Architects, www.philplightonarchitects.com.au

Builder: Fairbrother

Photograph [01] by Andrew Floyd
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
PResIDent’s MessAge 2012
This year we are in a completely different situation than last. 2011 was marked by the 
completion of most of the Federal Government’s BER projects and their subsequent 
inclusion in the Awards program. 2012 has been characterised by a continuing decline in 
activity in the construction industry. However, this year’s projects are worth a combined 
total of $169m, which represents a significant boost to the local economy during these 
difficult economic times.

We lost our greatest asset in the State Architect, whose involvement across many sectors 
resulted in the development of key government strategies such as the Sullivans Cove 
Master Plan, a draft Residential Development Strategy and the Capital City Plan required 
by COAG. He also worked with local councils, community and industry groups. A number 
of government departments made use of the State Architect’s advice, which resulted 
in departmental savings, through correct advice on tendering, use of consultants or 
optimisation of funding for projects.

The Australian Institute of Architects and the construction industry is keen for the 
government to refill the position. While having a policy of strict vacancy control across 
the public service is commendable due to the current budget environment, the Institute’s 
firm belief is the Office of the State Architect saves the government far more money than it 
actually costs to run.

With the proposed redevelopment of significant sites around Sullivans Cove, namely 
Macquarie Sheds 1 and 2, the rail-yards and the floating ferry terminal at the Brooke  
Street Pier it is imperative that a State Architect has strategic architectural and urban  
design input into these important built environment initiatives. 

Over the last 12 months two buildings on the Chapter’s list of significant 20th century 
architecture have been entered on the Tasmanian Heritage Register: Christ College and 
Long Beach Bathing Pavilion. Two are currently under assessment: the State Library  
and Sunray Flats.

We look forward to developing an even closer relationship with Heritage Tasmania and the 
Tasmanian Heritage Council, to continue the research and documentation of important 
Tasmanian architecture. In this respect the Institute welcomes the inclusion of aesthetics  
in the assessment criteria of the revised Heritage Act, as it is an important aspect of the 
work of architects.

At the National Architecture Awards held at MONA last November, 1+2 Architecture 
received a Residential Commendation for Marion Bay House, Room 11 received a Small 
Project Commendation for Little Big House and Morrison and Breytenbach Architects 
received a Sustainability Commendation for Tarremah Hall. These projects have enhanced 
the reputation of Tasmanian architecture within Australia.

Emily Ouston from Terroir was one of five graduates and emerging architects to win a place 
on the international 2012 Dulux Study Tour in May. The jury was impressed by Emily’s work, 
demonstrating her astute understanding of the contribution a building can make to the life 
and cultural identity of a suburb. Elizabeth Walsh was awarded the Tasmanian Graduate 
Prize in Architecture, sponsored by Jawsarchitects.  

Thanks to our sponsors, whose support enables us to provide this awards program: 
BlueScope Steel, Dulux, Fairbrother, JMG, Southern Lighting and Distribution, the 
Tasmanian government and The Mercury. 

Congratulations to the practices and individuals who have participated and particularly to 
those who have received awards or prizes. All of these projects have given a wonderful 
boost to their owners, their local communities and the state economy and showcase the 
exemplary, innovative, interesting and unique design solutions achieved by our profession.

Karen Davis FRAIA

President, Tasmanian Chapter

Australian Institute of Architects

PResIDent’s PRIze

Ray Heffernan LFRAIA
He is someone who found inspiration in the functional aesthetic, 
influenced by Richard Neutra and other 20th century modernists, 
and with a focus on the fundamentals of light and space.  
Ray Heffernan’s architecture embraced the International style  
and he skilfully adapted it to the Tasmanian context with a style 
that became distinctly his own.

Over a career spanning nearly 50 years, through his tutelage,  
Ray influenced a generation of students and architects and 
became one of Tasmania’s most esteemed practitioners.

Ray graduated in 1959 having completed his Diploma of Architecture at Hobart Technical 
College where he was awarded the final year medallion. He initially worked in partnership 
with Graham Martin in the early 1960s before heading to Perth in 1963 to pursue 
professional cricket and architecture, then onto London and Toronto before returning 
to Tasmania in 1967 to spend six years with Bush Parkes Shugg and Moon as a design 
architect. Throughout the 1970s and 1980s Ray formed various partnerships with notable 
architects, some resulting from working on projects like the Antarctic Division Headquarters 
at Kingston and the ABC Offices in Hobart. By 1996 the partnerships had evolved into 
Heffernan Button Voss. Ray retired in mid-2007, however has since kept an ongoing interest 
in the practice and was closely consulted in the much applauded and awarded works 
carried out on his original Trial Bay House.

Some of Ray’s notable projects include the Elizabeth Street Pier, Crematorium Cornelian 
Bay, Clarence Council Chambers, Government Offices Rosny, Silos Apartments Salamanca 
Place and the Bellerive Oval Redevelopment. Over the years Ray’s projects have won a total 
of 11 Australian Institute of Architects Awards, numerous national and state commendations 
and other industry awards; a most impressive demonstration of peer group recognition 
for his chosen field of endeavor. Several of Ray’s buildings, currently on the Tasmanian 
Heritage Register, such as the Triptree and Barnett Houses in Taroona and the Banks Paton 
building in Sandy Bay, are testament to the enduring qualities of his work.

Acclaimed as a major contributor to the landscape of Tasmanian architecture when given 
Life Fellowship of the Institute in 2007, I would like to further acknowledge his inspiration 
and contribution to our built history by awarding Ray Heffernan the 2012 President’s Prize.
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Marion Bay House, 
Photograph by 
Jonathan Wherrett
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Little Big House, 
Photograph by  
Ben Hosking
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Tarremah Hall, 
Photograph by  
Ray Joyce
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Christ College, 
Photograph by  
Leigh Woolley

[05]  
Bathing Pavilion, 
Lower Sandy Bay,  
Photograph by  
Tina Curtis
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Banks Paton Building, 
Photograph by  
Paul Johnston
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