
Principal Architect
Lim

inal Architecture
Structural Engineering

G
andy & R

oberts
C

ontractor
C

ordw
ell Lane

C
haracter of Space

Pavilions
C

lient
The R

oyal Autom
obile C

lub of Tasm
ania (R

AC
T) D

estinations
O

ccupation of the C
lient

Tourism
 O

perator
M

otoring O
rganisation

Each Floor Area
57 m

²
Total Floor Area

810 m
²

Building Area
90 m

²
Site Area

2,850 m
² 

Principal M
aterial

Tim
ber

Principal Structure
Tim

ber Fram
e

Location
Freycinet N

ational Park, C
oles Bay, Tasm

ania, Australia
Interview

R
ow

ena Liu
Photos

D
ianna Snape

Alastair Bett
Text

Lim
inal Architecture

C
ollator

Finn H
o

G
andy & R

oberts
C

ordw
ell Lane

  

57810
902,850

 

Lim
inal A

rchitecture

Freycinet Lodge C
oastal Pavilions, 

Tasm
ania, A

ustralia

Lim
inal Architecture w

as com
m

issioned to deliver nine new
 pavilions for Freycinet Lodge on the East C

oast of Tasm
ania, Australia. 

Inspiration taken from
 the unique coastal setting in Tasm

ania's preem
inent N

ational Park has influenced the architecture and interiors 
of the Pavilions. The siting and form

-m
aking takes its cue from

 the fluidity, layering and interplay of the coastal rock form
ations, 

w
hile the m

ateriality responds to context and place. Lim
inal w

as com
m

issioned to transform
 the visitor experience through the 

conceptualization, design and delivery of a different type of accom
m

odation offering that celebrates the aw
e-inspiring, scenic qualities 

of the unique setting. A challenge presented by the brief w
as to locate nine pavilions w

here six of the original w
aterfront cabins w

ere 
to be dem

olished, w
hile m

aintaining a sense of privacy and seclusion. C
onsiderable tim

e w
as spent on site locating the pavilions to 

ensure the optim
al experience of im

m
ersion could be achieved. C

onstrained by the leasing boundary, the locations of large granite 
rock protrusions, m

inim
ization of vegetation rem

oval and the proxim
ity of nearby cabins, the design evolved to w

rap and bend w
hile 

being inspired by the curvaceous and sm
ooth form

s of the surrounding natural coastal landscape. The interiors of the Pavilions are 
bathed in the w

arm
th of Tasm

anian tim
bers. O

ffcuts of Tasm
anian O

ak tim
ber, Blackw

ood and the only plyw
ood to be m

anufactured 
locally, totally enw

rap the interiors to em
phasise a com

pletely Tasm
anian experience. U

tilising and show
casing utilitarian and natural 

m
aterials in innovative w

ays enabled the m
odest budget to be pushed further. Floor to ceiling curved w

indow
s bring the outdoors in, 

em
phasizing im

m
ersion in nature and heightening the guest's connection to the unique site. The exterior protective shell is m

ade of 
charred, durable hardw

ood – referencing the significance of fire in the bush setting, w
hile also increasing the longevity of the tim

ber 
and ensuring the pavilions are visually discreet. They provide a recessive backdrop to the natural vegetation and filtered w

ater 
view

s, w
hile paying hom

age to the character of the N
ational Park they nestle into. An experiential highlight is the netted, ham

m
ock-

like balustrades. R
ecognising the desire to retain view

s that a standard balustrade w
ould interrupt, the unique solution w

as devised 
providing a novel opportunity for relaxing and enjoying the incredible setting.
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Freycinet Lodge
 Tasm

ania's preem
inent N

ational Park
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1. coastal pavilion

2. existing building

1. 

2. 

1

1
1

1

1

1 1
1

1

2

2

2

2

2

sc
o

p
e

iw
 126    sc

o
p

e
   062    063



1. entrance 

2. porch 

3. lounge area 

4. shower room 

5. restroom 

6. bath area 

7. bedroom 

8. deck 

9. hammock-like balustrades 

10. stepped platforms
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